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Volume 2 Introduction 

Flora Bowtle (1903 -1982)  

and her ancestors 

 

Grandma was a kind lady of high standards. She was born in Wethersfield 

Essex in 1903 moving to Ipswich after she married Herman. I particularly 

remember them living at 27 St. Aubyns Road in Ipswich where there was a 

wonderful cherry tree in the rear garden and an Anderson shelter built 

during WWII. We used to play card games with her, particularly rummy and 

patience. Her sister ‘Paddy’ lived with her until she died and was profoundly 

deaf following a bout of meningitis. 

 

She had an adventure of a lifetime in 1951/2 travelling to the United States 

to visit daughter Jean who had married a GI at the end of WWII and 

emigrated in 1946. 

 

After Herman died she moved in with Auntie Valerie in Colchester Road 

Ipswich then into 16 Melville Road in Ipswich and kept a very neat and tidy 

garden. Alan and I went there on the day I married Susan and she cooked 

us a steak and kidney pudding, ensuring we were well prepared for the 

events of the day. 

 

David Wilkinson 

August 2015 
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Ancestors of Flora Bowtle 
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Migration Maps of Flora Bowtle’s Ancestors 
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Chapter 2    Flora Bowtle 1903 - 1982 
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Flora Bowtle 1,2 

1903 – 1982 

 

Flora was a grand lady who kept a wonderful garden and when we were children loved 

playing card games, such as rummy and patience. In November 1951 she sailed the 

Atlantic to visit her daughter Jean who had emigrated, travelling back in May 1952 on the 

Queen Elizabeth. In the 1960s she looked after her sister Gertrude (who we knew as 

Paddy) who had become deaf after contracting Meningitis.3 

 

Flora was born on Sunday 

15th November 1903 in 

Wethersfield, Essex1,4,5,6,11 

and baptised on 26th 

December 1903 at St. Mary 

Magdalene, Wethersfield, 

Essex; daughter of Basil 

Bowtle (baker) and Helen Caroline of Wethersfield.2   

 

She appeared on the census of 2nd April 1911 in Wethersfield, Essex; daughter aged 7 

single, scholar living in eight rooms with parents and six siblings, born Wethersfield, 

Essex.1   
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Flora married Herman Robert Wilkinson, son of Edward Henry Wilkinson and Cassandra 

Elizabeth formerly Palmer, on 5th April 1926 at St. Peter, Sible Hedingham, Essex, 

Herman an estate agent aged 28 of 1 Salisbury Road, Ipswich, Suffolk, Flora aged 22 of 

Sible Hedingham, both single, by banns, groom's father Edward Henry Wilkinson master 

mariner, bride's father Basil Bowtle deceased, witnesses Ronald Basil Wilkinson and 

Gertrude Edith Bowtle.7,8,9 

 

They had three children, Jean Mary Wilkinson 1927-2011; Harold Eric Wilkinson 1930-

2010; and Valerie May Wilkinson 1936-2003. 

 

Flora and Herman lived at 495 Woodbridge Road, Ipswich, 

Suffolk, around 193010  then moving to 27 St. Aubyns Road, 

Ipswich, Suffolk, before 1939 remaining there until Herman 

died in 1963.3   

 

 

Flora appeared on the pre-WWII mini census of 29th September 1939 at 27 St. Aubyns 

Road, Ipswich, Suffolk; married born 15th November 1903 housewife living with her 

husband, three children and possibly someone else.11 Note these records are currently 

closed so this is assumed. We do not know what the red star means. 
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She had a journey of a lifetime when she visited her 

daughter Jean in the USA, sailing on Tuesday 6th 

November 1951 from Southampton on the SS 

Homeland arriving in New York on 15th November 

1951 and staying at 236 Patterson Street Harrison New 

Jersey.12  See Appendix I. 

 

 

On Wednesday 7th May 1952 she sailed from New York 

on the RMS Queen Elizabeth tourist class13 arriving in 

Southampton on 12th May 1952.14  See Appendices II 

and III. 

 

 

Flora was widowed on 4th January 1964 when her husband Herman rose from bed 

during the night to visit the toilet but collapsed and died aged 66 of heart attack.5 

 

She then moved to Colchester Road, Ipswich later in 1964 living with daughter Valerie 

and family.3  About 1966 she purchased 16 Melville Road, Ipswich, Suffolk5 remaining 

there until she died.  

 

Flora died on Monday 24th 

May 1982 in Ipswich 

Hospital, Heath Road 

Wing, Heath Road, Ipswich, Suffolk, aged 78 of bronchopneumonia, left hemiplegia and 

cerebal metastasis (lung cancer which had spread to the brain).5,16 See Appendix V.  

 

 

She was buried next to her husband Herman on Thursday 

27th May 1982 in Ipswich Cemetery, Belvedere Road, 

Ipswich, Suffolk.15   
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Her will was proved on 8th July 1982 in 

Ipswich, Suffolk, of 16 Melville Road 

Ipswich, effects not exceeding £25,000 

(~£86,000 in 2015).16  See Appendix IV. 
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Appendix I – Arrival in New York 15th November 1951 
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Appendix II – departure from New York 7th May 1952 
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Appendix III – Arrival in Southampton 12th May 1952 
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Appendix IV – Will dated 1970 
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Appendix V – Death Certificate 
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Chapter 3 Basil Bowtle 1857 - 1921 

 
 

 
  The family bakery in Wethersfield 
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Basil Bowtle 1,2,3 

1857 - 1921 

 

Basil, a master baker, miller and corn merchant.2,4,5,6,7 was born on Tuesday 8th 

September 1857 in Wethersfield, Essex.1,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11  

 

 

He was baptised on 27th January 1861 in St. Mary Magdalene, Wethersfield, Essex; son 

of Henry Bowtle (baker) and Ann of Wethersfield.3  It seems that his parents had trouble 

conceiving as Basil was the first child after twenty years of marriage. Sadly, his mother 

died twenty days after Basil was born. 
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His first census appearance was on 7th April 1861 in Wethersfield, Essex; son aged 3, 

living with his father and step mother, born Wethersfield Essex.9   

 

 

He then appeared on the census of 2nd April 1871 in Wethersfield, Essex; son aged 13, 

assistant (baker and miller) living with his father, born Wethersfield Essex.10,12   

 

 

Basils next entry is on the census of 3rd April 1881 in Wethersfield, Essex; son aged 23 

single, miller living with father and step mother, born Wethersfield Essex.4   

 

 

His father died in 1889 and he took over the 

family business and was listed in Kelly’s 1890 

Essex Directory as a baker and corn dealer in 

Wethersfield, Essex.13   
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Basil next appeared on the census of 5th April 1891 in Wethersfield, Essex; head aged 

33 single, miller and baker living with his step mother, born Wethersfield Essex.5,12   

 

 

Basil married Helen Caroline Oakley, daughter of Richard Fairlam Oakley and Elizabeth 

formerly Fleischhauer, on Wednesday 15th March 1893 at St. Mary, Hornsey, Haringay, 

Middlesex, Basil miller and baker of Wethersfield Essex aged 35, Helen aged 25 of 4 

Burghley Rd., Hornsey, Middlesex, both single, by licence, groom's father Henry Bowtle 

(deceased) miller and baker, bride's father Richard Fairlam Oakley engineer, witnesses 

R F Oakley and E C Oakley.2,14   

 

They had nine children, Richard Basil Bowtle 1893-1962; Bessie Helen Bowtle 1894-

1949; William Henry Bowtle 1895-1918; Gertrude Edith Bowtle 1897-1969; Sidney 

Bowtle 1899-1918; Doris Bowtle 1901-1977; Flora Bowtle 1903-1982; Frank Bowtle 

1907-2002; and Leonard Bowtle 1914-1996. 

 

He was listed in Kelly’s 1895 Directory 

as a baker and corn dealer in 

Wethersfield, Essex.15   

 

Then again in the 1899 Kelly’s Directory.16   

 

 

In February 1900 Basil Bowtle 

donated 6d (~£1.40 in 2005) to the 

Shilling Fund for the dependents of 

Essex Reservists. Note that a Mrs. 

Bowtle and a Mrs. G Bowtle and an 

Oakley donated as well.17   
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He then appeared on the census of 31st March 1901 in Silver Street, Wethersfield, 

Essex; head aged 43 married, bread baker and corn merchant employer living with his 

wife and four children, born Wethersfield Essex.6   

 

 

He was then listed in the 1902 Kellys 

directory as a baker, corn and flour dealer 

in Wethersfield, Essex.18   

 

Basil appeared before the Bankruptcy Court, Chelmsford, Essex, on 5th July 1905 having 

secured his property without getting an advance. He admitted he was foolish and had 

not kept a profit and loss account. As his property were sold later in the month he must 

have been declared bankrupt.19  See Appendix I for the full newspaper article. 

 

On 7th July 1905 in The Horn, Braintree, Essex, 

several properties owned by Basil were to be 

auctioned at 4:30pm by order of the 

mortgagees.20   

 

 

 

 

 

On 26th July 1905 at The Horn, Braintree, Essex, Basil Bowtle's property were sold by 

Mr. Henry Joscelyne to Mr. G. C. Maberley for £460 (~£26,300 in 2005). He was allowed 

to carry on the business as indicated by later directory entries and the 1911 census.21   
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Basil continued to be listed as a baker and corn 

dealer appearing in Kellys 190622, 190823 and 

191024 directories in Wethersfield.   

 

He then appeared on the census of 2nd April 1911 in Wethersfield, Essex; head aged 53 

married, master baker working on own account, living in eight rooms with his wife and 

seven children, born Wethersfield Essex.7   

 

 

Basil continued in business being listed as a baker 

and corn dealer in 191225, 191426, and 191727, and 

as a baker in 1922 after his death32 in Wethersfield, 

Essex. 

 

Basil died on Saturday 31st December 1921 in Wethersfield, Essex, aged 6428,29,30,31  He 

was buried on Friday 6th January 

1922 at St. Mary Magdalene, 

Wethersfield, Essex, aged 65 of 

Wethersfield.30,33   

 

His will was proved on 7th February 

1922 in London - of Wethersfield 

Essex, effects of £517 5s 7d (~£12,000 in 2005) to Helen Caroline Bowtle widow.31   
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On 20th February 1922 a notice was issued 

for creditors to Basils' estate to submit their 

claim by 25th March 1922.34   

 

 

 

 

On 21st March 1923 at the Masonic Hall, Braintree, Essex, the family baker's shop and 

house were put up for auction. Note that ‘Passed’ has been annotated to page 2, so may 

not have been sold on this occasion.35  See Appendix II for the poster advertising the 

auction. 
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Appendix I 
 
The article describing Basils appearance before Chelmsford Bankruptcy Court on 5th 
July 1905  (The Essex County Chronicle (formerly Chelmsford Chronicle) Friday 7th July 1905 page:2) 
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Appendix II – 1923 auction of the bakery, house and milling premises 
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Chapter 4 Helen Caroline Oakley 1866 - 1949 

  



Page 
 

4:2 

Helen Caroline Oakley 1,2,3 

1866 - 1949 

 

Helen, also known as Ellen,3,4,5 was born on Sunday 9th December 1866 in Kiev, 

Ukraine.4,5,6,7,8,9,10  She was baptised on 7th May 1867 in the Evangelical Church of St. 

Luther, Kiev, Ukraine; daughter of Richard Fairlam Oakley (mechanic) and Elizabeth nee 

Fletcher.2  See Appendix I for her baptism certificate and a translation completed in 1893. 

Note that her mother is given as Elizabeth Fletcher but no such person can be found. We 

believe Fletcher was an Anglicisation of Fleischhauer and an Elizabeth Fleischhauer was 

born to German/Dutch parents in a German non-conformist enclave near Odessa at the 

right time. Flora Bowtle said her grandmother spoke with a strong accent and learnt little 

English although she was born ten years after Elizabeth died. 

 

Her first census appearance was on 2nd April 1871 in Wethersfield, Essex; daughter 

aged 4 as Ellen C Oakley, scholar living with her parents, four siblings and a servant born 

Kieff Russia.5,11   

 

 

Helen attended a ‘private’ school appearing on the census of 3rd April 1881 in 

Northampton House, Bridge Street, Great Bardfield, Essex; boarder aged 14 single, 

scholar living with Thomas Mace schoolmaster and accountant with other teachers and 

pupils, born Kiev Russia.10   

 

 

Her next appearance was on the census of 5th April 1891 in Wethersfield, Essex; 

daughter aged 24 single, living with her parents and six siblings, born Kief Russia.7   
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Helen married Basil Bowtle, son of Henry Bowtle and Sarah Ann formerly Westwood, on 

15th March 1893 at St. Mary, Hornsey, Haringay, Middlesex, Basil miller and baker of 

Wethersfield Essex aged 35, Helen aged 25 of 4 Burghley Rd., Hornsey, Middlesex, both 

single, by licence, groom's father Henry Bowtle (deceased) miller and baker, bride's 

father Richard Fairlam Oakley engineer, witnesses R F Oakley and E C Oakley.1,12,13   

 

They had nine children, Richard Basil Bowtle 1893-1962; Bessie Helen Bowtle 1894-

1949; William Henry Bowtle 1895-1918; Gertrude Edith Bowtle 1897-1969; Sidney 

Bowtle 1899-1918; Doris Bowtle 1901-1977; Flora Bowtle 1903-1982; Frank Bowtle 

1907-2002; and Leonard Bowtle 1914-1996. 

 

She then appeared on the census of 31st March 1901 in Silver Street, Wethersfield, 

Essex; wife aged 33 married, living with her husband and four children, born Kieff Russia 

British subject.8   

 

Helen next appeared on the census of 2nd April 1911 in Wethersfield, Essex; wife aged 

44 married, assisting in her husband’s business and living with her husband in eight 

rooms and seven children, born Russia Poland Nat. British subject, married 18 years, 

eight children all alive.9   

 

Helen was widowed when her husband Basil died on Saturday 31st December 1921 in 

Wethersfield, Essex, aged 64.16,17,18,19   
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She appeared on the pre-WWII mini census of 29th September 1939 at 14 Alexandra 

Road, Sible Hedingham, Essex; widow born 9 Dec 1866, unpaid domestic living with 

three children as Ellen C Bowtle.4   

 

 

Helen died in April 1949 in the Halstead registration district in Essex, aged 8214 and was 

buried on Wednesday 6th April 1949 at St. Mary Magdalene, Wethersfield, Essex, aged 

82 of 14 Alexandra Road Sible Hedingham.15 
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Appendix I – Baptism Certificate (in old German) and a translation 
 

  

 
Certificate of Baptism (transcription) 

 
On the Seven and Twentieth of November of the year One Thousand Eight Hundred 
and Sixty Six (27/11 1866) was born at Kiev and on the Seventh of May of the following 
year (7/5 1867) was baptised by the Pastor Boenhon 
 
 (Oakley)  Helene Caroline 
 
Legitimate daughter of the British Subject Richard Fairland Oakley mechanic and of his 
lawful wife Elizabeth né Fletcher both protestant confession 
 Witnesses of Baptism  James Rees (Railway Employee) 
          Mrs Caroline Caeẻé 
 
Such Attestation being in verbal conformity with the book of the Church, under Seal of 
the Church Hub fide Pastorati 
 
    Signed  A Boenfon 
    Pastor of the Evangelical church 
Kiev  6 June 1867  of St Luther at Kiev 
 
 
 
21-2-93   (assumed to be 21-2-1893 being the date of translation) 
 
 
Copied by David Eric Wilkinson  17th December 2010 
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Chapter 5 Henry Bowtle 1813 - 1889 
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Henry Bowtle 1,2,3,4 

1813 - 1889 

 

Henry, a master baker and miller,1,2,4,5,6,7,8,9 was born on Wednesday 20th January 1813 

in Wethersfield, Essex.3,7,8,9,10 His father was John Bowtle4 but as no baptism record has 

been found there is some uncertainty about his mother, but from his father’s marriage 

record we can assume his mother was Sarah Ann formerly Betts.37   

 

Henry married Sarah Ann Westwood, daughter of William Westwood and Ann formerly 

Baker, on Thursday 2nd November 1837 at St. Mary Magdalene, Wethersfield, Essex, 

Henry a baker of Shalford, Sarah of this parish, both single and of full age, by banns, 

groom's father John Bowtle bricklayer, bride's father William Westwood shoemaker, 

witnesses Rich Bowtle and Ellen? Medcalf.4,11,12   

 

They only had one child, Basil Bowtle 1857-1921 after twenty years of marriage. 

 

Henry’s first census appearance 

was on the census of 6th June 

1841 in Wethersfield, Essex; 

aged 25, baker living with wife and Porter Cook aged 20, born 

Essex.6,13   

 

On 1st January 1847 in Essex Henry Bowtle stood for election 

to the Executive Committee of the Essex Provident Society. 

He was not elected, only recording two votes, but seven 

candidates polled zero, those elected polled over 670 votes.14   
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On 9th August 1847 in Wethersfield, Essex, Henry voted for 

John Gurdon Rebow Esquire of Wivenhoe Park in the 

Northern Division of the North Essex election.38 

 

Henry was listed a baker in White’s 

1848 Directory in Wethersfield, 

Essex.15   

 

In the 1851 Post Office Directory Henry was listed, 

alongside his father John, as a baker in Wethersfield, 

Essex.16   

 

Henry next appeared on the census of 30th March 1851 in High Street, Wethersfield, 

Essex; head aged 38 married, bread and biscuit baker living with his wife, born 

Wethersfield Essex.7   

 

 

Henry’s only child, Basil, was 

born on 8th September 1857 

but sadly his wife Sarah, known as Ann, died just twenty days later aged 41.39,40,41 

 

Henry then married Emma Maria Willis King, daughter of James King and Harriet formerly 

Ardley, on Tuesday 12th April 1859 at All Souls, Langham Place, Marylebone, Middlesex, 

Henry a widowed baker, Emma a spinster, both of full age of All Souls District, groom's 

father John Bowtle builder (deceased), bride's father James King farmer, witnesses 

Robert ? and Ellen Mary King.17,18,19  They did not have any children. 
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He next appeared on the census of 7th April 1861 in Wethersfield, Essex; head aged 44 

married, baker living with his wife and a son, born Wethersfield Essex.10   

 

 

Henry regularly appeared in directories being listed as a baker and corn dealer in the 

1862 and 1867 Post Office 

directories,20,22 as a baker in Whites 

1863 directory,21 and as a baker, corn 

and flour dealer in the 1871 Post Office directory,23 all in Wethersfield Essex.  

 

His next census appearance was on 2nd April 1871 in Wethersfield, Essex; head aged 

57 married, miller and baker living with a son, born Wethersfield Essex.8,13   

 

 

Henry was listed a baker and corn dealer in the 

187424 and 1878 Post Office directories in 

Wethersfield, Essex.25   

 

In July 1880 Henry Bowtle had work 

done erecting a new fence and gates, 

new sash cords and fastener which cost 

£2 17s (~£140 in 2005). It also looks like 

he placed and order for a new shop front 

in July 1881. 
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Henry then appeared on the census of 3 April 1881 in Village, Wethersfield, Essex; head 

aged 65 married, baker, born living with wife and a son, born Wethersfield Essex.9  

 

  

 

In July 1881 it looks like he had a 

new shop front which cost £32 16s 

(~£1,600 in 2005), but this was for a 

grocer and draper. Thus, was it for 

someone else?.26   

 

 

 

 

Henry was again listed in Wethersfield as a baker and 

corn dealer in the 188227 and 188628 Kelly’s directory.   

 

On 25th June 1888 Henry 

appeared at the Petty 

Sessions, Great Bardfield, 

Essex, having been summoned for having scales ¾oz incorrect, his son attended and 

pleaded guilty, fined 2s 6d with 9s 6d costs (~£36 in 2005).29   

 

Henry died on Monday 23rd September 1889 in 

Wethersfield, Essex, aged 76.17,30,31,32,33  He was 

buried on Monday 30th September 1889 at St. 

Mary Magdalene, Wethersfield, 

Essex, aged 76 of 

Wethersfield.11,34,35   
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His will was proved on 16th October 1889 in Ipswich, Suffolk, late of Wethersfield in the 

County of Essex Baker who died 23rd September 1889 at Wethersfield, by Emma Maria 

Willis Bowtle Widow the Relict and Basil Bowtle Baker the son both of Wethersfield the 

Executors. Personal Estate £905 18s 3d (~£54,000 in 2005).13,36 
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Chapter 6 Sarah Ann Westwood 1815 - 1857 
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Sarah Ann Westwood 1,2,3,4 

1815 - 1857 

 

Sarah, also known as Ann,5,6 was born on Tuesday 24th October 1815 in Wethersfield, 

Essex3,7,8,9 and baptised on 8th July 1819 at St. Mary Magdalene, Wethersfield, Essex; 

daughter of William Westwood (shoe maker) and Ann of Wethersfield.3,7   

 

 

Sarah married Henry Bowtle, son of John Bowtle and Sarah Ann formerly Betts, on 2nd 

November 1837 at St. Mary Magdalene, Wethersfield, Essex, Henry a baker of Shalford, 

Sarah of this parish, both single and of full age, by banns, groom's father John Bowtle 

bricklayer, bride's father William Westwood shoemaker, witnesses Rich Bowtle and 

Ellen? Medcalf.1,10,11  

 

They only had one child, Basil Bowtle 1857-1921 after twenty years of marriage. 

 

Sarah Ann’s first census appearance was on the census of 6th June 1841 in 

Wethersfield, Essex; aged 25, living with her husband and Porter Cook aged 20, born 

Essex.12,13   
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She then appeared on the census of 30th March 1851 in the High Street, Wethersfield, 

Essex; wife aged 35 married, living with her husband, born Wethersfield Essex.9   

 

 

Sadly, just twenty days after her 

only child was born, Sarah died 

on Monday 28th September 1857 in Wethersfield, Essex, aged 41 of apoplexy for 12 

hours, wife of Henry Bowtle baker master.8,14,15  She was buried on Monday 5th October 

1857 at the Congregational Church, Wethersfield, Essex.16 
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Chapter 7 Richard Fairlam Oakley 1838 - 1912 
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Richard Fairlam Oakley 1,2 

1838 - 1912 

 

Richard was a mechanical engineer for Richard Garrett in Leiston and worked for some 

time in the Ukraine. He then had his own agricultural machinery business, particularly 

steam threshing, in Wethersfield Essex.3,4,5,6,7,8   

 

He was born on Saturday 7th April 1838 in Water End, Sandridge, Hertfordshire, as 

Richard, father Thomas Oakley (farmer) and Ann Oakley formerly 

Butterfield.1,9,5,7,6,2,8,10,11 Richard was baptised on 29th April 1839 at St. Leonard, 

Sandridge, Hertfordshire; son of Thomas Oakley and Anne.2,12   

 

 

His first census appearance was on 6th June 1841 in Water End, Sandridge, 

Hertfordshire; aged 3, living with his parents and four siblings, born Hertfordshire.13   
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He was sent to a private school where he appeared on the census of 30th March 1851 

in High Street, South Weald, Essex; a boarder aged 13, scholar living with his brother 

James at James Monkhouse's school, born Water End Hertfordshire.9   

 

 

Richard is absent from the census of 7th April 1861, we assume he must have been in 

the Ukraine by this time. He returned in 1867 having married and had four children. 

 

He married Elizabeth Fletcher, believed to be the daughter of Martin Fleischhauer and 

Elisabth Knoop, on Monday 17th August 1863 in Odessa, Kherson, Richard aged 25, 

Elizabeth aged 20, both single.14  We know that Elizabeth was born in the Ukraine and 

had a strong foreign accent, thus it is assumed that Fletcher was an Anglicised name. 

The closest fit found was Elizabeth Fleischhauer who came from a German non-

conformist enclave near Odessa. They had fifteen children, Jane Sarah Oakley 1862-

1928; Richard Thomas Oakley 1863-before 1867; Edward Charles Oakley 1865-1913; 

Helen Caroline Oakley 166-1949; James Oakley 1868-?; Emma Oakley 1870-1942; 

Willie Henry Oakley 1871-1951; Frederick Richard Oakley 1873-1909; Albert Charles 

Oakley 1875-1952; Constance Charlotte Oakley 1876-1905; Frank Herbert Oakley 1879-

1942; May Oakley 1881-1960; Flora May Oakley 1882-1933; Thomas Percy Oakley 

1884-1957; and Richard Francis Oakley 1888-1956. 

 

On 28th July 1868 at the County 

Court, Braintree, Essex, Richard 

recovered £3 19s (~£180 in 

2005) from William Patten.15   

 

On his return to the UK he set an agricultural 

machinery business in Wethersfield and was listed 

as an engineer in the 1871 Post Office Directory.16   
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He then appeared on the census of 2nd April 1871 in Wethersfield, Essex; head aged 32 

married, contractor for steam thrashing living with his wife, five children and a servant, 

born Water End Herts.5,17 

 

 

Richard was again listed as an engineer in 

Wethersfield, Essex in the Post Office 

directories of 187418 and 1878.19   

 

His next census appearance was on 3rd April 1881 in Wethersfield, Essex; head aged 

42 married, engineer living with wife and eight children, born Water End Herts.20 

 

 

He was listed in Kellys Directories of 1886 as an 

engineer21 and as an engineer and assistant 

overseer in 1890 in Wethersfield, Essex.22   

 

Richard then appeared on the census of 5th April 1891 in Wethersfield, Essex; head 

aged 52 married, agricultural engineer threshing machine proprietor living with his wife 

and seven children, born Water End Herts.6   
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In January 1893 Richard had 

organised music and singing for an 

event in the schoolroom to celebrate 

completion of a giant quilt which 

people had paid 1s to embroider 

their name or initials, £73 10s 

(~£4,500 in 2005) was raised.23   

 

He was again listed an engineer and assistant 

overseer in Wethersfield, Essex in the 1895 

Kelly’s directory.24  An overseer performs the 

assessment and collection of the poor-rates. 

 

Richard was widowed on 31st December 1893 when his wife Elizabeth died aged 51.39,40 

 

On 25th June 1895 at St. Mary Magdalene in Wethersfield 

Richard was presented with a clock, the inscription stating 

"Presented to Mr. Oakley by a few friends as a remembrance of 

his unfailing help in the choir for 25 years, Wethersfield, 25th 

June 1895”.25 

 

 

He appeared on the census of 31 March 1901 in Village, Wethersfield, Essex; head aged 

62 widower, threshing machine proprietor mechanical engineer and assistant overseer 

living with two children, a granddaughter and a servant, born Water End Hertfordshire.7   

 

 

He was listed as a mechanical engineer and 

assistant overseer directory in Wethersfield, 

Essex in Kellys 1902 directory.25   
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On 14th September 1904 Richard was living 

with his daughter Jane Sarah when their 

house caught fire and the kitchen and most 

contents were destroyed. Richard had 

opened a room as a public reading room and 

carpeted it with coconut matting, it is said that 

residents spoke of it being a great fire 

risk.26,27 See Appendix I for the village 

newsletter article. 

 

He was listed as a mechanical engineer and 

assistant overseer in Wethersfield, Essex in 

Kellys 1906 directory.28   

 

On 20th November 1907 in the 

County Court, Braintree, Essex, 

Richard prosecuted four youths 

who were bound over for stealing 

walnuts from a Richard T Oakley 

(assumed to be Richard F 

Oakley).29   

 

 

He was listed as a mechanical engineer in 

in Wethersfield, Essex in the 1908 and 

1910 Kelly’s directories.30,31   

 

Richard then appeared on the census of 2nd April 1911 in the High Street, Wethersfield, 

Essex; head aged 72 widower, a mechanical engineer (agriculture) working on own 

account at home living in seven rooms with a daughter, born Water End Hertfordshire.8   

 

 

He was listed as a mechanical engineer in 

Wethersfield, Essex in Kelly’s 1912 directory.32   
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Richard died on Thursday 16th May 1912 in 

Wethersfield, aged 74,4,11,33,34 and was buried 

on Tuesday 21st May 1912 at St. Mary 

Magdalene, Wethersfield aged 74 of 

Wethersfield.11,35,36   

 

On 17th July 1912 Cunnington Son & Orfeur, solicitors in 

Braintree, Essex, published a notice about Richard’s 

estate stating that any one whom has a claim on his 

estate should do so by 19th August 1912.4   

 

 

 

His will was proved on 10th October 

1912 in London, effects of £927 4s 9d 

(~£50,000 in 2005) to Edward Charles 

Oakley (son) traveller and Felix Choice (son-in-law) printer.17,37 
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37. Find a Will, UK Government Probate Service, 1912 page:293, online at 

www.probatesearch.service.gov.uk. 
38. David Eric Wilkinson personal contribution, who owns the clock. 
39. Essex Family History Society - Memorial Inscriptions, North West Essex Vol:2. 
40. England and Wales Death Index 1837 - 2007, Braintree 1894 Q1 vol:4a page:383, online at 

www.ancestry.co.uk and www.findmypast.co.uk. 
  



Page 
 

7:9 

Appendix I – 1978 Wethersfield Village Newsletter Article  
about the 1904 fire 
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Appendix II – Location of Richard’s “Threshing Tackles” business 

 
2016 map 

 
 

1897 1:2,500 OS map 
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Chapter 8 Elizabeth Fleischhauer 1842 - 1893 
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Elizabeth Fleischhauer 1 

1842 - 1893 

 

Harold Eric Wilkinson stated that “My mother (Flora Wilkinson nee Bowtle) used to say 

that Elizabeth always spoke with a very strong French accent and never really learned 

much English (Note that this was a handed down story as Flora was born ten years after 

Elizabeth died)”.3 Thus, we know she was foreign. Richard Fairlam Oakley married an 

Elizabeth Fletcher in Odessa2, but nothing can be found about her. An Elizabeth 

Fleischhauer has been found with coincidental place and date of birth. It is recognised 

that this connection would be based upon an unproven assumption, but we are fairly 

confident as Fletcher could be an Anglicisation of Fleischhauer. Many villages were 

established in the Odesssa area c1820-24 by German non-conformists.3,4  

 

Elizabeth was born on 5th or 8th September 1842 in Grunau, Russia1,2,3,5,6,7,8,9 and 

baptised on 27th September 1842 in Grunau; daughter of Martin Fleischhauer and 

Elisabeth Knoop.1   

 

Elizabeth married Richard Fairlam Oakley, son of Thomas Oakley and Anne formerly 

Butterfield, on 17th August 1863 in Odessa, Kherson, Richard aged 25, Elizabeth aged 

20, both single.2  They had fifteen children, Jane Sarah Oakley 1862-1928; Richard 

Thomas Oakley 1863-before 1867; Edward Charles Oakley 1865-1913; Helen Caroline 

Oakley 166-1949; James Oakley 1868-?; Emma Oakley 1870-1942; Willie Henry Oakley 

1871-1951; Frederick Richard Oakley 1873-1909; Albert Charles Oakley 1875-1952; 

Constance Charlotte Oakley 1876-1905; Frank Herbert Oakley 1879-1942; May Oakley 

1881-1960; Flora May Oakley 1882-1933; Thomas Percy Oakley 1884-1957; and 

Richard Francis Oakley 1888-1956. 

 

We know she and her children came to England in 1867 from a passport issued in St. 

Petersburg. 14  See Appendix I. 

 

Elizabeth’s first appearance in English records was on the census of 2nd April 1871 in 

Village, Wethersfield, Essex; wife aged 28 married, living with her husband, five children 

and a servant, born Mislovitz? Russia.5,10   
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She then appeared on the census of 3rd April 1881 in Wethersfield, Essex; wife aged 38 

married, living with her husband and eight children, born Russia.6   

 

Her final census appearance was on 5th April 1891 in Wethersfield, Essex; wife aged 48 

married, living with her husband and seven children, born Russia.7   

 

Elizabeth died on Sunday 31st 

December 1893 in 

Wethersfield, Essex, aged 51.9,11,12   

 

She was buried on Saturday 

6th January 1894 in St. Mary 

Magdalene, Wethersfield, 

Essex, aged 51 of Wethersfield.9,13 
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Appendix I – Passport to leave Russia and come to the United Kingdom 
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Chapter 9 xxxx 
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